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by Bishop Matthew Harkins of Providence, June
24, 1891, he remained another year to read for
the licentiate in theology. A curate at Sacred
Heart Church in East Providence (1892-94),
he was called to teach ecclesiastical history at
St. John's Seminary (1894-96), for which he
prepared himself by extensive reading. From
February 1896 to October 1898 he was editor
of the Ficriilt-nce Vl^jr, which under his
guidance was one of the most widely quoted
diocesan papers in the country. From an as-
sistant pastorship of St. Joseph's Church, Provi-
dence (1896-1904), and the pastorship of St.
Mary's Church, Warren (1904-05), he was
promoted to the rectorship of the Cathedral of
SS. Peter and Paul, Providence, in 1905.

In the meantime lie read local history in the
John Carter Brown Library so thoroughly that
he was able to write an excellent account, "The
Diocese of Providence," which was included in
the History of the Catholic Church in the New
England States (1899, vol. I), edited by William
Byrne. His knowledge of history and public
affairs served him well in his addresses and
sermons, which were simple, forceful, candid,
and often quotable. A sturdy, smallish man
of quiet demeanor and marked humility, but
of scholarly interests and honest directness of
speech, Father Dowling attracted sufficient at-
tention to be named the first bishop of the newly
erected diocese of Des Moines, Iowa, for which
he was consecrated, Apr. 25, 1912, at Providence
by Bishop James Davis of Davenport.

In this small, compact diocese of 30,000 souls
attended by 63 priests, Dowling chiefly concerned
himself with education. He established the Des
Moines Catholic College in 1918 (renamed Dowl-
ing College) and St. Joseph's Academy for
girls, and promoted a Catholic Women's League
for charitable and educational services. Quite
satisfied, he was astounded at his promotion by
Rome on Jan. 31, 1919, to the archepiscopal see
of St. Paul with 275,000 communicants, 350
priests, 1,250 nuns, 273 churches, 2 colleges,
14 high schools, and 101 parish schools. In-
stalled on Mar. 25, 1920, he gave his undivided
attention to the somewhat neglected diocese. He
successfully launched a five-million-dollar drive
for the Archbishop Ireland Educational Fund.
This enabled him to erect the luxurious prepara-
tory seminary of Nazareth Hall near St. Paul, to
found a Diocesan Teachers' College in the James
J. Hill mansion, a gift of the railway magnate's
family, to build the new Cretin and De La Salle
high schools in St. Paul and Minneapolis, and
to aid in the construction of several parochial
schools. He gave attention to the academic im-
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provement of the Colleges of St. Thomas and
of St. Catherine, organized a central bureau of
charities in each of the Twin Cities, a diocesan
superintendency of schools, sent a score of
priests to secular and Catholic graduate schools
or to Rome and Louvain, founded a forum for
adult education, and urged the study of litur-
gical music. To the Catholic Bulletin under a
lay editor he gave kindly direction but complete
freedom. He believed in lay action and in the
participation of Catholics in civic and community
affairs, and in token he gave sincere support
to charitable and postwar relief drives.

Lacking the color and greatness of his over-
shadowing predecessor, John Ireland [q.v.], he
neither had nor desired a national status. As
episcopal chairman of the educational depart-
ment of the National Catholic Welfare Con-
ference, he had considerable responsibility for
the fight against the Smith-Towner and similar
educational bills and lent full support to the
Church authorities in Oregon in their fight
against the compulsory public-school law' which
was declared unconstitutional by the Supreme
Court (268 U. S.f 510). Although he suffered
from a weak heart and was unwell for about
two years, he managed to administer his pro-
gressive diocese until his collapse in October
1930. His sole survivor was his sister, Mother
Antonine of the Sisters of Mercy of Providence.
Eulogized by Archbishop McNicholas, O. P., of
Cincinnati, he was buried from his Cathedral,
and his remains were interred in Calvary Ceme-
tery.
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DOWNEY, JUNE ETTA (July 13, 1875-
Oct. u, 1932), psychologist, author, was born
in Laramie, Wyo., the second child and first
daughter of Col. Stephen Wheeler and Evange-
line (Owen) Downey. She came of pioneer
stock and her father was one of the first ter-
ritorial delegates from Wyoming to the United
States Congress.

Having attended the public schools of Lara-
mie and the University Preparatory School, she
entered the University of Wyoming and was
graduated with the class of 1895. As a student
her primary interest was in literature and lan-
guages and the year following her graduation
she taught in the public schools of her native
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